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SUMMARY -  NOTICE OF PREPARATION
STATE ROUTE 59 IN MERCED COUNTY – WIDEN TO FOUR-LANE EXPRESSWAY AND

REPLACE AND WIDEN BRIDGES IN MERCED

10-Mer-59, KP 24.1/30.6 (PM 14.9/19.0)

From 16th Street to Bellevue Avenue in the City of Merced.

Proposed Action:

Reconstruct a two-lane conventional highway to a four-lane expressway with a continuous left-turn lane.
Replace Black Rascal and South Fork Black Rascal Creek bridges with one bridge.  Improve
intersections.

Programming:

The project is programmed in the 2002 STIP with RIP funds of $3,423,000 support and $2,701,000 for
Right of Way capital.  The total project cost is $54.7 million with the additional funding to come from
the 2004 STIP.  Construction is scheduled for FY 2006/07.

Alternatives Being Considered:

• No-build
• Alternative 1: Construct four-lane expressway with a continuous left-turn lane from 16th Street to

just beyond Black Rascal Creek.
• Same as Alternative 1, except end at Belcher Avenue.
• Same as Alternative 1, except end at Bellevue Avenue.
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Potential Significant Environmental Effects:

• Potential impacts to fairy shrimp, up to 0.30 acre of wetlands, kit fox
• Potential impacts to historic properties.

Proposed Measures to Minimize Harm:

• Compensate for habitat loss.  Avoid or minimize wetland impacts where practicable, mitigate for
permanent wetland impacts.

• Relocate and compensate property owners in accordance with Uniform Relocation Assistance and
Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970.

• Identify and evaluate historic significance of all structures.  Avoid National Register Eligible
properties.










